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1 1INT. RECEPTION HOMESTYLE HQ - DAY

VANESSA GREEN steps off the elevator and approaches a large 
reception desk. The RECEPTIONIST scans Vanessa from head-to-
toe before speaking.

RECEPTIONIST
Hello, may I help you?

VANESSA
Hello, my name is Vanessa Green. I'm 
here to see Bernice Walker, Sr. 
Director of Online Content.

RECEPTIONIST
I'll let her know that you're here.

VANESSA
Thank you.

As Vanessa takes a seat she notices that the dress code at 
HomeStyle is very casual. She starts to feel a little out-of-
place in her designer outfit and heels. Suddenly Bernie shows 
up wearing jeans and a T-shirt.

BERNIE
Hey Girl, don't you look snazzy!

(Hugs Vanessa)

VANESSA
(Nervous)

Hey, you know how I do. Gotta dress 
for the job you want, not for the one 
you have.

BERNIE
All right now! Come on, let's go to my 
office so we can talk.

They walk down the hall to Bernie's office which is organized 
chaos with papers and sticky notes everywhere, just like her 
side of the room in college. Vanessa takes a seat across from 
her desk where she has a few decorating and How-To books 
laying open.

BERNIE
Excuse the mess. We are in the middle 
of a major category launch. I was just 
about to look at our current openings 
before you came.
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Bernie turns to her computer.

BERNIE
Let me see what we have here. One of 
our Building Supply Content Writers 
just quit, but I think we filled that 
position last week.

VANESSA
What about something in your Decor 
department? You know I am a fashion 
editor?

Bernie still scanning the computer.

BERNIE
Yeah, I know but I don't think we have 
any openings in Decor.

There's a knock at the door and a woman DENISE LONG sticks 
her head in to talk to Bernie.

DENISE
Hey Bernie, oh I'm sorry, didn't know 
you had someone in here?

BERNIE
Hey Denise, no it's okay this is my 
friend Vanessa. (to Vanessa) Hey, you 
remember Denise don't you? She pledged 
at AC.

VANESSA
Hey Soror! Sorry, I don't remember 
you. What year did you pledge?

Vanessa gets up to hug Denise. Denise steps back and looks at 
Vanessa as if she's seen a ghost.

DENISE
(Flustered)

Um, um Spring oh...(looks at her 
phone) Oh, I uh, I forgot I have a 
meeting it was nice seeing you Soror.

Denise quickly leaves the room and closes the door.

VANESSA
That was weird.
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BERNIE
Not really, you don't remember Denise?

VANESSA
Should I?

BERNIE
Uh, yeah! You were the Dean of her 
line.

VANESSA
Uh, uh, I knew ALL my pledges like the 
back of my hand! That girl was not on 
any of my lines.

BERNIE
You don't remember Denise Long? Spring 
2002, I think?

VANESSA
Spring '02 was The Cartoon Network, 
there was Doofy Duck, Shady, Ditzy, 
Maxi Mouse, Greedy Smurf...Noooooo!

Bernie nods, Vanessa puts her hand over her mouth in 
disbelief.

VANESSA
That was Greedy Smurf? No way! That 
girl was tiny, Greedy was chunky but 
funky!

BERNIE
And you wonder why?

VANESSA
What do you mean?

BERNIE
What do I mean? Vanessa, you 
terrorized those girls on line. Why do 
you think she tore outta here like a 
bat outta hell?

VANESSA
I didn't terrorize anybody. I was 
tough but fair! We just can't let 
anybody wear our letters...

BERNIE
Well, newsflash, that girl you
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"didn't" terrorize is now the Online 
Decor Manager for HomeStyle.

VANESSA
(Shocked)

What? Manager? For Decor? You've got 
to be kidding? That child wore a plaid 
skirt with a floral top to her intake 
interview...She's lucky she was a 
straight-A student.

Bernie just shakes her head.

BERNIE
Anyway, I don't think you two working 
in the same department would be a good 
idea.

Bernie continues to scroll through the openings on her 
computer.

BERNIE
(Pause)

Hey, I think I may have something.

VANESSA
What? A VP of Online Decor?

BERNIE
No, a contract DIY Writer position 
just came open.

VANESSA
DIY Writer? What's that?

BERNIE
You know the people who write the copy 
for our Do-It-Yourself guides. It 
looks like there is an opening in our 
Hardlines Department.

VANESSA
What's hardlines?

BERNIE
Concrete, lumber, building 
materials...

VANESSA
Are you serious? Do I look like I know 
anything about concrete?
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BERNIE
We have tons of catalogs and 
information on the website. It just 
takes a little bit of research and 
creativity. I'm sure you can handle it 
Ms. Mass Communications and Journalism 
major.

Bernie prints off the job description and hands it to her.

BERNIE
It's all I got Boo.

Vanessa looks hesitant, then relents.

VANESSA
Beggars can't be choosers. Fine, I'll 
take it.

BERNIE
That's my DIY Diva!

Vanessa rolls her eyes and looks over the job description.

VANESSA
I'll make this look good! When do I 
start?

BERNIE
We hire all our contractors through a 
creative agency. It will take about a 
week or two to get things processed. 
Will that work?

VANESSA
It's not like I have a choice.

BERNIE
Great! I'll email you all the 
paperwork.

VANESSA
(Solemn)

Thank you Bernie, I really appreciate 
it.

BERNIE
Girl, no problem. If there is anything 
else you need just let me know.
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VANESSA
I will, thanks.

BERNIE
Oooh, I got another meeting. Let me 
walk you to the elevator.

VANESSA
Sure.

Vanessa gets up and gathers her things, the two hug.

As they start to leave Bernie's office we see Denise coming 
down the hall. She ducks inside her office before they see 
her. She then reaches into her bottom drawer and pulls out a 
lockbox with the words, "In Case of Emergency" written on the 
top.

She takes a small key from under her desk and opens the box. 
Inside we see a stash of chocolate bars. She reaches for one 
and eagerly rips off the wrapper and starts voraciously 
eating it.

                                                      CUT TO: 

2 2INT. HALLWAY HOMESTYLE HQ - DAY

Bernie is walking back down the hall, as she passes Denises' 
office she sees her curled up in the corner, squeezing two 
stress balls with some footies on.

BERNIE
Denise? Are you ok?

DENISE
(Weirdly calm)

Yeah, girl, I'm fine. Are we still 
meeting after lunch?

BERNIE
Yeah...

DENISE
(Upbeat)

Ok, see you then.

Bernie nods, then slowly backs out of Denise's office, and 
heads back down the hall.

                                                FADE TO BLACK 
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